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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to Applicant's election filed January 10, 2007. 

2. Claims 3 and 10-12 are pending. Claims 1-2,4-9, and 13-29 are cancelled. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Claims 1-2,4-9, and 13-29 are cancelled from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 
01/10/07. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 07/1 9/04 was filed after 
the mailing date of the application on 3/22/04. The submission Is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one.or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
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Specifically, claim 3 recites within the second limitation wherein user input 
associated with the completed questionnaire forms is used to update the collection 
However, the last limitation within the claim states, "updating the collection ... based on 
receiving a submission of an at least partially completed questionnaire form". It is 
unclear to the examiner whether the questionnaire form is required to be complete 
before updating the occupational information or if only a portion of the questionnaire is 
needed to begin the process of updating the occupational information. Examiner is also 
unsure when the step of updating the collection of occupational information will proceed 
if the partially complete questionnaire is not entirely filled in. Further corrections needed. 

Claim 12 states, "wherein the questionnaire is pregraded for the specified 
occupation". The term "pregraded" Is not used within the specification nor is the term 
defined within the specification in such a way to allow the examiner to understand the 
scope of the tenn. For example, it Is unclear to the examiner if the term "pregraded" is 
being used literally, which means that the specific occupation is graded previously or if 
the term means that the questionnaire used is specifically chosen for the particular 
occupation analyzed. In order to further prosecution, the broadest reasonable 
interpretation will be given. 

Claim Rejections ' 35 use § 103 
7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary sKill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 3 andl 0-1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Pullen (US Patent Application No. 20040064390) filed 

September 26, 2002, in view of Kauderer (US Patent Application No. 20040172311) 

filed February 23, 2003. 

Regarding Claim 3, Pullep discloses a method for providing and collecting 
information associated with a collection of occupational information, the method 
comprising: 

providing a publicly available web site for users of occupational information 
([0030], lines 1-13, .Pullen)\ wherein the publicly available web site allows the users of 
occupational infomnation to access information associated with the collection of 
occupational information ([0031], Pullen) and to contribute information used to update 
the collection of occupational information ([0033], Pullen)^; 

providing access to information recently contributed via the publicly available web 
site ([0040], Pullen), wherein the recently contributed information includes information 
contributed using questionnaire forms provided on the publicly available web site 
([0034], Pullen)^, wherein the questionnaire fomns are configured for completion by the 
users of occupational infomiation ([0002], lines 8-22, Pullen), and wherein user input 

^ Examiner Notes: The occupational information is represented by wages and benefits information for a 
company. 

^ Examiner Notes: The option of submitting data into a survey corresponds to the contributed information. 
Also, the "Sea Sand Resort" is the selected information to be updated. 
' Examiner Notes: The survey represents the questionnaire form. 
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associated with the completed questionnaire forms is used to update the collection of 
occupational information ([0033], lines 8-27, Pullen). While it is inherently clear that 
Pullen discloses the steps taken to update occupational information, which therefore 
warrants the step of updating, the actual step of updating is not explicitly mentioned. As 
such, Kauderer discloses updating the collection of occupational information based on 
receiving a submission of an at least partially completed questionnaire form ([0029], 
lines 22-24, Kauderer)^. Pullen and Kauderer are analogous art because they are from 
the same field of endeavor of web-based information services for companies. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate Kauderer's teachings into the Pullen system. A skilled artisan would have 
been motivated to combine as suggested by Kauderer at paragraph [0004], In order to 
provide a system for creating and administering a survey. This would be beneficial to 
the system for evaluation of the activities or tasks within a company and to provide 
greater flexibility for the information. As such, updating the occupational information 
provide for a greater flexibility in analyzing the data and generating the needed 
information. 

Regarding Claim 10, the combination of Pullen in view of Kauderer, disclose in a 
computer system, a method for maintaining a collection of occupational information 
including descriptions of specific occupations, the method comprising: 



" Examiner Notes: As stated within paragraph [0028], lines 10-16; wherein "the survey presents a list of 
tasks performed by the employee and requests the employee to assign a rank to each of the tasks. 
Therefore, the task list within the survey represents the questionnaire form. 
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providing end users with access to the collection of occupational information 
([0030], lines 1-13, Pullen), including providing access to a questionnaire for receiving 
input from a user of the collection ([0032], Pullen), wherein the questionnaire is for 
association with a specified occupation for which information is maintained in the 
collection of occupational information ([0033], lines 1-6, Pullen)^; 

receiving the questionnaire from the end user ([0032], Pullen); 

analyzing the information in the received questionnaire ([0035], lines 1-8, Pullen); 

providing the user with results of the analysis of the questionnaire ([0068], lines 
1-5, Kauderer); and 

updating the collection of occupational information to include information 
extracted from the questionnaire ([0029], lines 22-24, Kauderer). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , the combination of Pullen in view of Kauderer, disclose the 
method wherein the questionnaire is a job analysis questionnaire ([0028], lines 7-10, 
Kauderer). 

Regarding Claim 12, the combination of Pullen in view of Kauderer, disclose the 
method wherein the questionnaire is a job analysis questionnaire ([0028], lines 7-10, 
Kauderer) and wherein the questionnaire is pregraded for the specified occupation 
([0074], lines 16-20, Kauderer). 



* Examiner Notes: The hospitality industry corresponds to the specified occupation. 
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Points of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chelcie Daye whose telephone number is 571-272-3891 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on 571-272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 

PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chelcie Daye 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
February 22, 2007 




